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This file is before the PCT Legal Office for issues arising under 35 U.S.C. 371. 



On 15 June 2000, applicant filed international application PCT/US00/16486, which 
claimed priority of an earlier application filed 16 June 1999. A Demand for international 
preliminary examination, in which the United States was elected, was filed on 1 1 January 2001, 
prior to the expiration of nineteen months from the priority date. Accordingly, the thirty-month 
period for paying the basic national fee in the United States expired at midnight on 16 December 



On 17 December 2001, applicant filed a transmittal letter for entry into the national stage 
in the United States, which was accompanied by, inter alia: the requisite basic national fee as 
required by 35 U.S.C. 371(c)(1); a copy of the International Search Report; an Information 
Disclosure Statement; a copy of the International Preliminary Examination Report; a First 
Preliminary Amendment and an un executed combined declaration and power of attorney. As 1 6 
December 2001 was a Sunday, the payment of the U.S. national fee on 17 December 2001 is 
considered timely. 

On 01 March 2002, the United States Designated/Elected Office (DO/EO/US) mailed a 
NOTIFICATION OF MISSING REQUIREMENTS UNDER 35 U.S.C. 371 (Form 
PCT/DO/EO/905) indicating that an oath or declaration executed by the inventor and the $130.00 
surcharge for filing after the thirty-month period were required. The notification set a TWO (2) 
MONTH period for response. The Notification identified the corresponding International 
Application as PCT/US00/46482. 
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On 08 March 2002, applicant phoned the PCT Help Desk to inquire about the conflicting 
International Application numbers. 



The national stage papers filed 17 December 2001 sufficiently identified the international 
application PCT/US00/16486. Therefore, the U.S. application number 10/018,581 will be 
considered the national stage application for international application PCT/US00/16486. 



Applicant is advised that while the NOTIFICATION OF MISSING REQUIREMENTS 
UNDER 35 U.S.C. 371 (Form PCT/DO/EO/905) mailed 01 March 2002 included a typographical 
error as to the international application number, the correct number is that associated with the 
attorney docket number and as such the time period for a response continues to run. Applicant's 
date for a timely response remains 01 May 2002. 

This application is being forwarded to the National Stage Processing Branch of the Office 
of PCT Operations to continue national stage processing of U.S. application number 10/018,581 
as the U.S. national stage application of PCT/US00/16486. 
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